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We began our trip at the Coles Express Garage in Middle 
Swan, leaving as close to 7:45 as we could.  Steve and Kerry 
were the trip leaders and they met David and Margot, 
Andrew and Hertha, and Doug and Wynona. 
 

We had a quick morning tea/coffee at Goomalling at Lot 39 
Store and Cafe. on Railway Terrace in Goomalling. We met 
Jan and Terry, and Woody who had stayed the night in 

Goomalling and/or Dumbarton. 

We met Maitland Davey at about 9:45 at 
the Konnongorring Tennis Club turn 
off. He led us in to the recreation 
grounds and out of his ute stepped our 
own Bob Dorizzi. I had not been 
expecting that, but I had told 
Maitland that some of our group was 
camped at the Konnongorring Hall and he 
called in and made himself known. Bob 
came with him to identify us! Maitland settled us in and then took Bob back to get his 
caravan.  Terry had already gone the few km in to Konnongorring to collect Alex and 
Maria.  

We camped at the sports ground, it was disused, and the grass had grown over the 
footy field. The tennis courts were still used, and we were able to use the toilet facilities 
for a donation. We were also permitted to have a fire with our small fire grate. 

  
 
That afternoon, after we had all set up our camping units, we went in to Wongan 
Hills, to visit the bakery. It was closed… So, we visited the Information Centre. It was well 
stocked with gifts and goodies and we came away with maps and preserves and 
pretty images of wildflowers.  
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We found the Wongan Wildflower Walk at the edge of town on Quinlan Street. The 
trail was filled with many varieties of wildflowers, some finishing but plenty still in their 
prime. The walk meanders around a vacant section of bush on the edge of town and 
is an easy, flat 2km with signage marking directions. We took our time as we walked, 
taking alternative tracks and pausing to see the beautiful displays and hidden gems. 
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We returned to camp and enjoyed the evening together.  
 

 
The next morning, we packed our lunch and set off on a road trip, visiting the many 
sights around the Wongan Hills area. Our first stop was The Bakery, which was 
closed… We continued on to the Lake Hinds Nature Reserve. It was a vast lake which 
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we drove right around. We stopped on one fairly close corner for some photos. There 
was a great view of the lake, it was a vast dry, salty area with a shallow centre, the 
surrounding farmland was also looking dry.  

     
From there we retraced our tracks to Mt Matilda which has two big walks. You can 
choose either 4 or 8 kms. There were several cars there and people obviously walking 
but we had much to see so we did not do walks this trip. 
Across the road was Mt O'Brien it was a high look out across the paddocks in all 
directions and there were placards and displays with lots of information about the 
history of Wongan hills. We were particularly impressed by the scope of the hardship 
the early pioneers must have faced in order to open up the land for farming.  

       
 
We drove in an Easterly direction until we were back at the Wongan turn-off where 
we went North to the Reynoldson Flora Reserve It was a good drive through the 
reserve. It is a kilometre of verticordia plants which were budding but not many were 
flowering. You stay in your car unless you see something you want to take a closer 
look at or photograph. There was a spacious lunch spot at end of the drive. Some of 
the flowering bushes beginning to come out, should be in full flower at the end of 
October. Wongan Hills has wildflower weekend then. 
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From there we returned to Wongan Hills and found the Christmas Rock Walk Trail 
We enjoyed a leisurely stroll around the 2.5km, relatively flat trail, through natural 
bushland right on the edge of town.  The start was at Apex Park and we followed the 
signs taking us up onto the Rock and along the rock wall used to divert water to the 
town dam, then we followed the powerlines back to Wandoo Crescent.  It was a 
good walk and there were many different species of wildflowers, even though it was 
past the orchid season. 

The Reserve was originally set aside in 
1916 for the purpose of “Railway Water 
Supply”.  The Shire of Wongan-Ballidu 
now manages the reserve and uses the 
water harvested for the town’s ovals 
and parks.  The entire Reserve covers 
approximately 2,000ha.  
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On the way back to camp we stopped in at the Gabby Quoi Quoi Lookout It is a good 
lookout over the Konnongorring farming area. Could just make out what we believed 
to be the original farmhouse ruins. 
Gabby Quoi Quoi is an area covering 20,784 hectares in the Shires of Goomalling 
and Wongan Hills. 
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Gabby Quoi Quoi is a Noongar word meaning water plenty plenty. 
The Gabby Quoi Quoi Catchment Group consists of farming families working together 
across farm boundaries to improve the landscape. 

This has included native revegetation and strategies for saline river flats, management 
of remnant native vegetation, sand plain seep, tagasaste, tree variety trials and saltbush 
establishment. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Gabby Quoi Quoi  

September 26, 27, 28 – 2020 
Report by Jan Eldridge 

 
 

 
The Gabby Quoi Quoi Lookout is a great place to see the hundreds of thousands of 
trees that have been planted by these families to improve the environment. 
 
We had a great fire in the evening and sat telling stories and putting the world to 
rights. We all took our dinner and sat around together.  
 
 
On Monday Morning, Terry and Jan left for Perth. The rest of us travelled across to 
Lake Ninun, a spectacular lake which is used by the locals as a recreation area.  

    
 

     
 
We were on the other side of Konnongorring where we called in to Maitland and 
Margaret Davey’s farm to check out the potential of another campsite for next year 
and to visit them, meet the and to thank them for their wonderful help in sharing their 
town with us.  
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We returned to the campsite for the final time and Woody left soon after. David and 
Margot made their departure. Doug and Wynona had a mission to locate Ejanding 
and a site that was significant to them. They departed, and Bob and Lucy, and Alex 
and Maria left soon after that.  
Steve and Kerry did a long trip across from Wongan Hills to Cadoux and then Koorda, 
then down to Wyalkatchem. From there we made camp at Minivale. A superb little 
overnight stop in an almost deserted townsite just west of Wyalkatchem. 

 
The trip was a great break away with superb company. It was great weather, and we 
enjoyed the wildflowers that we were able to see.  


